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approach and highlights contemporary issues, innovative ideas, and emerging trends in various fields of study. It aims to
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advancement of academic and social development. The articles included in this volume explore a wide range of themes

related to education, science, technology, social sciences, humanities, environmental sustainability, management,
literature, innovation, and public policy. Each contribution offers valuable insights and demonstrates the importance of
research in solving real-world problems and building a better future for humanity. The primary objective of this edited

book is to encourage academic dialogue, promote quality research, and inspire future scholars to engage in meaningful
and impactful studies. The editors believe that research is not limited to the discovery of knowledge alone; it also serves
as a bridge between theory and practice, helping societies move toward progress, equality, and sustainable development.
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2. Stowe’s Representation of Genders in Uncle Tom’s 

Cabin: An Analytical Study 
Nutolu Nienu  

MA English IV, Tetso College, Nagaland, 

  

Dr Anjan K Behera 

Dean & IQAC Coordinator, Tetso College 

Abstract: 

Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin (1852) has conventionally been examined as a seminal 

abolitionist text; however, its intricate construction of gender warrants sustained critical attention. This 

study interrogates Stowe’s representation of masculinity and femininity within the framework of 

nineteenth-century gender ideology, Protestant moral discourse, and the cultural politics of domesticity. 

Stowe foregrounds female characters—such as Eliza, Mrs. Shelby, and Eva—as embodiments of 

spiritual authority and moral virtue, thereby reinforcing the ideology of the “cult of true womanhood” 

while simultaneously mobilizing it for reformist purposes. Conversely, male characters, both enslaved 

and free, are frequently depicted as either ethically compromised by the institution of slavery or as 

exemplars of Christ-like suffering and passive resistance. Through these gendered configurations, 

Stowe constructs a moral hierarchy that privileges feminine religiosity and ethical influence, while 

exposing the fragility and moral inadequacies of patriarchal power structures. By situating these 

representations at the intersection of gender, race, and religion, this paper argues that Stowe’s narrative 

operates as both an implicit critique of slavery and a strategic articulation of sentimental feminism, 

wherein women emerge as central agents of moral reform and social transformation. 

Keywords: Harriet Beecher Stowe, Uncle Tom’s Cabin,  gender representation, sentimental feminism, 

abolitionist narrative, race and gender. 

 Introduction: 

When Harriet Beecher Stowe published Uncle Tom’s Cabin in 1852, she entered a turbulent social and 

political landscape where slavery divided the United States morally, culturally, and politically. The 

novel became one of the most influential texts of the nineteenth century, shaping public opinion on 

slavery and igniting debates that contributed to the Civil War. While scholars have long examined the 

novel’s role as an abolitionist text, its representation of gender, particularly how Stowe constructs 

masculine and feminine identities in relation to slavery and Christianity, deserves equal critical 

attention. 

Nineteenth-century American society was deeply invested in the ideology of “separate spheres,” which 

assigned men to the public domain of politics and labor while confining women to the private domestic 

sphere of morality and family. Stowe both draws upon and challenges this ideology. She grants her 

female characters extraordinary moral authority, suggesting that women, through their Christian 

compassion and maternal love, could influence not only the family but also the nation. Meanwhile, 

male characters embody the struggles of moral failure, endurance, and the corrupting influence of 

power, thereby revealing the fragility of masculine authority within a slaveholding society. 
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This study explores Stowe’s representation of gender in Uncle Tom’s Cabin, focusing on the 

intersection of gender roles, religious symbolism, and moral reform. By analyzing key female figures 

such as Eliza, Mrs. Shelby, and Little Eva, alongside male characters such as Uncle Tom, Augustine 

St. Clare, and Simon Legree, the paper highlights Stowe’s dual project: to expose the brutalities of 

slavery while also advancing a vision of women as essential moral reformers. The analysis further 

considers the racialized dimensions of gender, particularly how enslaved women are portrayed 

differently from white women, and how enslaved men embody both vulnerability and Christ-like 

sacrifice. 

Ultimately, Stowe’s portrayal of gender reflects the complex negotiations of nineteenth-century reform 

literature. By elevating women’s moral authority and critiquing corrupted masculinity, Stowe crafted 

a narrative that resonated deeply with her readers, positioning gender not merely as a social category 

but as a theological and political tool in the fight against slavery. 

 Historical and Cultural Context of Gender in Nineteenth-Century America 

To understand Stowe’s representation of gender in Uncle Tom’s Cabin, it is necessary to situate the 

novel within the nineteenth-century ideology of gender. The period was shaped by the “cult of true 

womanhood” or “cult of domesticity,” which emphasized piety, purity, submissiveness, and 

domesticity as the hallmarks of ideal femininity (Welter 152). Women were expected to be the moral 

center of the household, guiding children and husbands through their nurturing and religious example, 

while men were associated with authority, labor, and the public sphere. Stowe drew from this ideology 

but also stretched its boundaries by showing that women’s moral influence could extend beyond the 

private home to the broader realm of politics and national reform. 

At the same time, slavery complicated these gender ideals. Enslaved women were denied the protection 

and sanctity of the domestic sphere, subjected instead to exploitation and separation from family. 

Enslaved men, too, were denied the patriarchal authority that free men could claim. By placing 

enslaved and free characters side by side, Stowe highlighted the fragility and hypocrisy of conventional 

gender hierarchies, particularly when they were complicit in sustaining slavery. 

 Women as Moral Guardians in Stowe’s Narrative 

One of the most striking aspects of Stowe’s gender representation is her elevation of women as moral 

agents. Female characters such as Eliza Harris, Mrs. Shelby, and Little Eva embody compassion, faith, 

and sacrificial love, becoming the novel’s true sources of resistance to slavery. 

Eliza Harris is portrayed not as a passive victim but as a mother whose maternal instinct propels her 

to heroic action. In the famous escape scene, Eliza flees across the frozen Ohio River with her child in 

her arms. Stowe dramatizes maternal love as a transformative power, capable of challenging the 

institution of slavery itself. Through Eliza, Stowe insists that women’s domestic roles, motherhood and 

care, can carry political and even revolutionary significance. 

Similarly, Mrs. Shelby represents Christian morality within the domestic household. Although she 

lacks the legal authority to free slaves, her moral convictions guide her actions and influence her 

husband. Stowe uses Mrs. Shelby to illustrate how white women could exercise indirect power, 

persuading men toward justice through their moral example. 
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Perhaps the most poignant figure is Little Eva, the angelic child whose purity and compassion expose 

the inhumanity of slavery. Eva’s spiritual wisdom and selfless love carry more moral weight than the 

adult men around her, including her father, Augustine St. Clare. Stowe positions Eva as the 

embodiment of Christian virtue, suggesting that even a child can become a moral leader when guided 

by true faith. 

Through these female figures, Stowe suggests that women possess a unique capacity for moral insight 

and redemptive influence. While still tied to the domestic sphere, their virtue extends outward, making 

them central to the novel’s abolitionist message. 

 Male Characters and the Crisis of Masculinity 

If Stowe’s women embody moral strength, her male characters often reveal the failures and limitations 

of nineteenth-century masculinity. Uncle Tom, Augustine St. Clare, and Simon Legree each represent 

different aspects of male authority and moral struggle. 

Uncle Tom is portrayed as Christ-like in his patience, endurance, and faith. While some critics have 

dismissed his passivity, Stowe constructs him as a model of Christian manhood, defined not by 

dominance or aggression but by moral fortitude and sacrificial love. His masculinity is reimagined in 

spiritual rather than patriarchal terms, offering a counter-narrative to conventional male authority. 

By contrast, Augustine St. Clare represents the weaknesses of privileged white masculinity. Although 

he recognizes the injustices of slavery and sympathizes with the enslaved, he lacks the moral will to 

act. His failure to emancipate his slaves before his death illustrates the insufficiency of intellectual 

awareness without moral courage. 

Simon Legree embodies the corruption of masculinity when divorced from morality. As a brutal 

slaveholder, Legree asserts his authority through violence, domination, and cruelty. He is a caricature 

of patriarchal power gone unchecked, representing the dangers of a society that equates masculinity 

with control and possession. 

Through this spectrum of male figures, Stowe critiques the fragility of masculine authority under 

slavery. By contrasting Tom’s spiritual endurance with Legree’s cruelty and St. Clare’s weakness, she 

destabilizes conventional ideals of male power, suggesting that true strength lies in moral conviction 

rather than domination. 

 The Intersection of Gender, Race, and Power 

Stowe’s representation of gender cannot be separated from her portrayal of race. White women such 

as Mrs. Shelby and Eva are idealized as moral beacons, while enslaved women like Eliza and Cassy 

are forced into roles shaped by both racial oppression and gendered exploitation. Cassy, for example, 

is depicted as both victim and survivor of sexual exploitation, illustrating the unique vulnerabilities of 

enslaved women whose bodies were commodified and violated. Unlike Eliza, Cassy’s maternal role is 

shattered by repeated separations from her children, a narrative choice that underscores slavery’s 

assault on black motherhood. 

Similarly, enslaved men like Uncle Tom are denied the patriarchal authority that white men possess. 

Tom cannot protect his family in the way a free husband and father might, yet his spiritual strength 



15 
 

transforms his powerlessness into a new form of masculinity rooted in faith. In this way, Stowe both 

acknowledges and transcends the racialized limitations imposed on enslaved men and women, using 

their suffering as a platform to critique the injustices of slavery. 

 Sentimental Feminism and the Power of Domesticity 

Stowe’s gender politics are often described in terms of “sentimental feminism.” Drawing on the 

conventions of sentimental or domestic fiction, she portrayed women’s influence not through direct 

political authority but through their moral, emotional, and religious example. This strategy appealed 

to her largely female readership by validating their everyday experiences of caregiving and faith while 

simultaneously suggesting that these roles had national importance. 

The sentimental mode allowed Stowe to argue that women’s compassion could transform society. 

Characters like Eliza and Eva embody the idea that maternal love and Christian sentiment could resist 

the dehumanizing logic of slavery. In this sense, Stowe broadened the domestic sphere to include 

political and social issues, effectively redefining womanhood as a powerful instrument of reform. 

At the same time, this sentimental feminism remained limited. Stowe upheld the domestic ideal of 

womanhood primarily for white women, while enslaved women like Cassy were depicted through a 

lens of suffering that reinforced their difference from the white domestic ideal. Thus, Stowe both 

challenged and reinforced nineteenth-century gender hierarchies, using sentimental feminism as a 

reformist tool while remaining bound to its racialized limits. 

Religious Imagery and Gendered Spiritual Authority 

Religion permeates Uncle Tom’s Cabin, shaping Stowe’s portrayal of both male and female characters. 

Women, in particular, are depicted as spiritual leaders, whose faith enables them to influence men and 

society. Eva’s Christ-like compassion and Eliza’s prayerful courage exemplify how Stowe invests 

women with religious authority. Their spirituality is not passive but active, motivating them to acts of 

courage and sacrifice. 

Men, on the other hand, embody religious authority in different ways. Uncle Tom, for example, is 

presented as a martyr whose suffering mirrors Christ’s sacrifice. His endurance becomes a form of 

masculine spiritual leadership, though it operates through submission rather than dominance. By 

contrast, Legree rejects religion entirely, embodying the dangers of masculinity detached from faith. 

Through this religious imagery, Stowe assigns women and spiritually strong men the role of moral 

reformers, while exposing the failures of those who prioritize power over faith. Religion thus serves 

as the bridge between gender roles and Stowe’s abolitionist message, highlighting how Christian ideals 

could transcend social hierarchies. 

Critical Interpretations and Scholarly Debates 

Scholars have long debated Stowe’s representation of gender. Some, like Jane Tompkins, argue that 

Stowe’s sentimental feminism represents a radical reimagining of women’s roles, using domestic ideals 

to challenge political and social injustices (Tompkins 128). Others, however, criticize the limitations 

of Stowe’s vision, noting that her portrayal of enslaved women often reinforces stereotypes rather than 

granting them full agency (Fisch 45). 
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Similarly, debates over Uncle Tom’s character reflect broader questions about masculinity. While some 

critics see Tom as a passive figure of submission, others argue that his spiritual strength represents a 

redefinition of manhood, rooted in Christian sacrifice rather than domination. 

These debates reveal the complexity of Stowe’s gender politics. Her novel simultaneously empowered 

women by elevating their moral authority while reinforcing certain racial and gender hierarchies. The 

tension between radical critique and cultural conservatism makes Uncle Tom’s Cabin a rich text for 

analyzing the intersections of gender, race, and religion in nineteenth-century America. 

Conclusion: 

Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin presents a multifaceted portrayal of gender, deeply 

intertwined with the novel’s abolitionist project. By elevating women as moral guardians and critiquing 

the failures of male authority, Stowe crafted a vision of social reform that relied on the moral and 

spiritual influence of women. Figures like Eliza, Mrs. Shelby, and Little Eva embody sentimental 

feminism, demonstrating how maternal love and Christian virtue could resist slavery’s brutality. Male 

figures such as Uncle Tom, Augustine St. Clare, and Simon Legree reveal the fragility of conventional 

masculinity, illustrating the dangers of power without morality and the potential of faith as a redefined 

masculine strength. 

At the same time, Stowe’s gender representation reflects the racialized limits of her vision. White 

women are idealized as moral exemplars, while enslaved women often appear primarily through their 

suffering. Similarly, Tom’s Christ-like endurance, though powerful, emerges within a framework that 

denies enslaved men full patriarchal authority. 

Ultimately, Stowe’s representation of gender both reinforced and challenged nineteenth-century norms. 

By using the sentimental power of the domestic sphere, she crafted a narrative that empowered women 

to see themselves as agents of reform, while simultaneously exposing the failures of corrupted 

masculinity. Her novel thus illustrates the transformative potential of gendered moral authority, 

situating both men and women at the heart of the fight against slavery. 
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